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Aim:   To explore the views of the general public towards drug misuse and current drug treatment strategies.  
Design: Qualitative content analysis of an open question in a cross sectional survey.
Setting: The Scottish population.
Participants: Two methods of sampling the Scottish population were used: the electoral roll (n=3000) and an online survey panel (OLSP, n=300). 
Measurements: At the end of a structured postal questionnaire of public opinion on drug misusers and drug misuse treatment, there was an open question in which respondents were invited to write any further comments on any of the topics covered in the questionnaire.  Qualitative content analysis was used to identify themes to describe the range and depth of views expressed.
Findings: A 38% response rate (n=1067) was achieved for the electoral role sample and the survey panel supplied 303 responses giving a total of 1370 completed questionnaires.  From these, 387 (28%) respondents provided additional comments.  The following themes emerged: 
1. Opinions of Drug Users (positive, negative and ambivalent)
2. Opinions of Treatment Options (methadone prescribing, heroin prescribing, rehabilitation and needle exchange)
3. Responsibility for Treatment and Rehabilitation
4. Law and Order
5. Money and Funding Issues
6. Anecdotal/Personal Experience

Comments on opinions of treatment options will be presented using wordle, a web-based tool that creates word clouds that give prominence to words used most frequently.  Many comments were made regarding methadone treatment, the majority of which were negative although there some were ambivalent or positive.  Rehabilitation was generally supported although there was questioning of how this would be funded given the numbers of people affected in Scotland. 
Conclusion: Within this sample of the general public there is preference for residential type treatment but an appreciation of the complexities around both effectiveness and funding.
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