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Presenters will provide some information about the New Zealand –specific research environment: stakeholders, funders and current research activity, briefly outline local research-informed knowledge on families and addiction, specifically focusing on the current gaps and discuss historical pitfalls in cross culturally research.  
Two recent New Zealand research examples will presented in some detail. The first project, “Living with Addiction” , was an exploratory study of issues for New Zealand families living with addiction, using traditional qualitative research methodology.  The second, “Whanau yesterday, today and tomorrow”, represents the new epistemological and methodological approach to culturally appropriate social research being promoted in New Zealand. This research example was driven by, for, with and including Maori (NZ indigenous peoples).
The implications of the movement toward more culturally appropriate research engagement with population subgroups will be discussed. Parallels will be drawn with the 2000 Velleman et al report “Worrying for drinkers in the family” on research with Australian indigenous families.
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