Word length: 264

Work carried out: 
University of East Anglia
Norwich, 
NR47TJ
UK

Postal Address: 
Elisavet Patouris
School of Social Work & Psychology
Elizabeth Fry building
University of East Anglia
Norwich 
NR4 7TJ

E-mail: E.Patouris@uea.ac.uk
Title: 
Young People and Cannabis use: An Expanded Theory of Planned Behaviour study 
Aims: 
Drug use among young people has been associated with factors such as socio-economic background (McGee, Williams, Poulton, & Moffitt, 2000), individual disposition (e.g. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) , and family and peer influence (Steinberg, Fletcher, & Darling, 1994). These risk factors often co-occur to produce direct or indirect effects on drug use. The aim of this study is to examine a range of social and individual factors that contribute to young people‘s (16-18 year old) decisions about whether or not to use cannabis, using an integrated social-psychological decision-making model; the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB). Attitudes, social influences, moral beliefs, impulsivity levels and parenting styles will be investigated in order to ascertain their predictive utility for cannabis use intentions and behaviour. Another key feature of this study is the inclusion of parents’ perspectives with regards to young people’s cannabis use. 
Design: 
A longitudinal (2 week follow-up) TPB questionnaire was administered to young people. Parents completed a separate questionnaire. Quantitative and qualitative analysis was applied to the data. 
Setting: 
The study took place at a Sixth Form College in Norwich.
Participants: 		
200 students were recruited while the parents’ response rate was 20 %. 
Measurements: 
A range of social-psychological variables were measured, including: Attitudes, Social Influences, Perceived Control, Moral beliefs, Impulsivity, Parenting styles, Strengths & Difficulties and Delinquency.   
Findings & Conclusions: 
The data were partly supportive of the TPB: Intentions were predicted by Attitudes, Perceived Norms but not by Perceived Behavioural Control. Results support the inclusion of Impulsivity measures in the prediction of intention and behaviour to use cannabis.  Implications involve considering individual dispositional traits in examining young people’s cannabis use. 

