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Aims 
To investigate patients’ views on the application of case finding and screening methods for common mental health disorders in an addiction treatment service.
Design

Qualitative thematic analysis of semi-structured interviews following the completion of a diagnostic assessment tool for common mental health conditions (CIS-R) and 2 brief screening questionnaires for depression (PHQ-9) and anxiety (GAD-7). Interviews followed a topic guide focusing on participant’s experience of the assessment, their opinions on the use of questionnaires and general views on mental health screening in drug treatment services. Data analysis followed the 6 phases of thematic analysis described by Braun & Clarke (2006); based on an iterative process of open, axial and selective coding. 
Participants and Setting
A total of 19 community drug treatment service users took part in the confidential semi-structured interviews. Participants were recruited based on a purposive sampling strategy, stratified according to gender and psychiatric diagnostic status. 
Findings and Conclusions 
Mental health screening is likely to be more reliable and helpful if it is introduced in a considered and strategic way. In this poster we highlight key considerations for acceptable and feasible implementation. Staff training and expertise in mental health, accessibility and confidentiality are key factors underpinning effective screening & support. 
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