International Programme in Addiction Studies (IPAS): an overview of the first three years of implementation.
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Background: Work force development is an important area for Addictions. The provision of high quality training can have an impact on the development of good research and assist the implementation of evidence-based treatment and policy. The International Programme in Addiction Studies (IPAS) was launched in 2008 with the aim of contributing to the international training of professionals in the Addictions field.  The programme is a collaborative effort involving three universities (UA, VCU and KCL) and delivers the IPAS Master of Science in Addiction Studies. Methods: an overview of the programme’s development and delivery in the last three years will be presented with data drawn from the programme records and students’ feedback. Results: 1) The curriculum and delivery: The programme is taught using distance learning through an interactive web-interface. The curriculum covers the scientific basis of addiction, public heath aspects, addictions policy, evidence-based interventions and research methodology. 2) The students: the programme has attracted students with diverse professional and cultural backgrounds.  Student numbers have grown steadily and most students are based in the US and Australia (with a significant proportion from Asia, Africa and Europe). 3) The programme evaluation: students’ feedback highlighted the high quality of the course but also noted the unexpectedly high student workload. Challenges indentified: improving distant student-tutor interaction and combining the three universities rules/regulations. Future developments: increasing student numbers and geographical coverage, the continued update of its curriculum and use of Technology Enhanced Learning resources. Conclusion:  This special international collaboration has offered students an exceptional chance to receive high quality training by distance education and combining the expertise of the three universities has resulted in a strong programme.
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