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24 hour opening hours in UK ?  

Patients Views of Licensing Legislation 



Drinking is responsive to price 



History – Availability v Taxation 

In the mid-18th century, gin became extremely 
popular as it was much cheaper to buy than beer. By 
1740, six times more gin than beer was being 
produced, and of the 15,000 drinking establishments 
in London, half were gin-shops. The Gin Act 1736 
imposed a prohibitively high duty on gin, but this 
caused rioting, and so the duty was gradually 
reduced and then abolished in 1742. The Gin Act 1751 
was more successful: instead of a tax it restricted gin 
producers to selling only to licensed premises. 



Aims 
 

 Investigate the perceptions of drinkers as to the 
impact the new licensing law will have on; 

 

1. Their drinking patterns 

2. The drinking patterns of their families 

3. The drinking patterns of their communities 



Method  
 

 Qualitative face to face taped Interviews 

 Three groups – (10 in each) defined as  

 Low risk = < 8 on AUDIT 

 Increasing risk= >8 on AUDIT and <30 SADQ 

 High risk= >8 on AUDIT and > 30 SADQ 

 Purposeful sampling - Age, gender, ethnicity etc. 

 Thematic saturation (Morse 1996) 

 Analysis conducted with QSR NVivo 



Results 



Results 
 

There were four main themes that emerged through the 
interviews: 

 Ambivalence; 

 Concern for young people; 

 Concern about crime and disorder; and 

 A belief that consumption would increase. 

  

 



Results 
 “I will drink a lot more…..If you know that you can like 

go and get it cheaper from anywhere at anytime. So 
there’ll be nothing limiting me and it will be causing 
problems as I’ll not be able to stop.” (Male, 54, 
Dependence) 

 

 “Well if I run out of drink, I’ll just be able to go out and 
get more, even in the middle of the night……So there’ll 
be nothing stopping me (Female, 42, Dependence) 

 



Results 

 “Our youths don’t sit outside having a mellow evening 
drinking, they drink standing at the bar, getting drunk” 
(Male, 54, dependence)  

 

 “Cos obviously alcohol makes some people violent, 
disturbances, so on and so forth, it could get quite 
heavy” (Male, Hazardous, 54) 

 



Conclusions  
 There is there a problem with denial 

 The Act did not mention health or public impact 
assessment.   

 The impact of the act on healthcare services has also 
been ‘mixed’.  
 One A&E department study showed an increase in alcohol 

related attendances and violence (Newton et al., 2007).   

 Decreases in alcohol-related violence in Merseyside, and 
another study based in Wales (Bellis, 2006, Sivarajasingam, 
2007). A decrease of 15%  in alcohol-related violence  in 
Bellis   study confounded by the corresponding 
implementation of a policing and enforcement campaign 
during the same time period.  

 

 



We have a problem and 
perhaps liberalisation 
is not the answer;  or so 
our patients think 


