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I heard there was a secret 

chordéé



Usefulness of  historical studies to 

the field of addiction
ÁAs an adjunct to medical, psychological and sociological 
education :e.g. Tomorrowôs Doctors and the growth of the 
disciplines of medical humanities and narrative-based 
medicine.

ÁTo foster an awareness of how addictsô explanatory stories 
about their condition vary in different eras and cultures.

ÁLessons from history for policymakers-addiction and drug-
taking often portrayed as a new phenomenon and the past 
is suppressed.

ÁTo explore changing terminology and theoretical 
perspectives over time and to explore continuities and 
discontinuities..



ADHS@SSA

ÁHopefully the conference has been an 

exemplar of how fruitful the conversation 

can be.

ÁWebsite,journal,blog of ADHS highly useful 

to me personally.

ÁConference in Utrecht next june

Possibility of conducting research on the past 

is there for researchers.

SSA very historically aware,buté



History,science and methodology

ÁSome words to learn:-

ÁHistoriography

ÁPresentism

ÁAnachronism

ÁWhiggism



The Most Drunken Nation on Earth?





Cyclical Patterns of Alcohol Use 

in History?
Á It has been suggested that alcohol consumption and 

associated problems rise and fall in ñlong wavesò 

throughout history (Skog,1986)

Á If problems pass a certain threshold government 

intervention becomes unavoidable.

Á If problems decline laws eventually relaxed leading to start 

of further rise

ÁMedical involvement and interest has also waxed and 

waned in parallel with changing levels of alcohol 

consumption in the example of Scotland/UK with psychiatry 

at the forefront of innovation in treatment.





Hogarthôs Beer Street



Hogarthôs Gin Lane



Gin-The Much Lamented Death 

Of Madame Geneva-Patrick 

Dillon,2002



Craze-Gin and Debauchery in an 

Age of Reason-Jessica 

Warner,2003



Causes of Gin Epidemic

ÁDuring the late seventeenth century taxes on gin 

were reduced in order to increase demand or this 

drink

ÁDrinking gin signified loyalty to the new Protestant 

monarch, William of Orange

ÁDistilling Act,1690 to fill the vacuum left by the ban 

on French brandy and create a market for home-

grown corn

ÁUnforeseen and rapid consequence of ñgin 

epidemicò of eighteenth century



Response to Gin Epidemic

Á Increasing public concern over consequences-James Boswell 

described ñspree drinkingò in early 18C.

Á Gin consumption doubled 1707-1727

Á By 1742 the British population of less than 7million were consuming 19 

million gallons of gin annually.

Á Initial legislation and taxation ineffective as ignored and not enforced

Á 1743 Act(Tippling  Act) with more modest taxation strongly enforced 

and subsequent legislation limiting outlets etc eventually had desired 

effect

Á ñDue to the fine tuning of taxation and the success of the anti-spirits 

campaign after decades of experience with high consumption , the gin 

epidemic fadedò-Musto,1997



Thomas Trotter 

(1760 ï1832)

Benjamin Rush
(1746-1813)



Thomas Trotter




