
Thursday 3rd November 

Wessex Suite Marlborough Suite 

0830 Registration  

0900 Introduction  
Ed Day: SSA President 
Sarah Welch: SSA Conference Chair 

 

0910-1000 Addiction controversies: No- and low-alcohol products and 
marketing 
Chair: Julia Sinclair 
 

Emily Nicholls 
The expanding ‘NoLo’ alcohol market: regulation and the need 
for further research 
 

Richard Piper 
‘NoLo’ drinks and their potential to remove harm 
 

John Holmes 
The no/lo drinks market: how to maximise the public health 
benefit and minimise the potential for harm 

 

1000-1100 Members Symposium 1: Learning from ambulance data to 
prevent drug-related deaths: a collaboration with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service 
Chair: Sarah Welch 
 

Jim Lewsey 
Ambulance call-outs to drug overdoses in Scotland, 2013-2021: 
Demographics and clinical presentation 
 

Allison Ford 
Ambulance clinicians’ experiences of drug overdose call outs 
and the barriers and facilitators to optimal clinical care: a 
qualitative interview study 
 

Niamh Fitzgerald 
Repeat callers and hotspots in ambulance call-outs to opioid 
overdoses: opportunities for prevention including potential 
value of live data 

 

1100-1130 Break Members Symposium 1 Discussion 

1130-1230 Delegate Session 1: Reducing risk for people who inject drugs 
Chair: Matt Hickman 
 

Jo Kesten 
Using the ‘person-based approach’ to develop and pilot a 
tailored intervention to prevent bacterial skin and soft tissue 
infections among people who inject drugs 
 

Matt Hickman 
Evaluating the population impact of hepatitis C (HCV) direct 
acting antiviral treatment (DAA) as prevention for people who 
inject drugs (EPITOPE)  
 

Peter McCarron 
Change in HIV incidence in people who inject drugs in Ireland 
from 2000 to 2018 
 

Tessa Parkes and Josh Dumbrell 
‘Why would we not want to keep everybody safe’: Views of 
family members of people who use drugs and strategic 
decision makers on the implementation of drug consumption 
rooms in Scotland 
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1230-1330 Lunch  

1330-1400 Special Session 1: Alcohol: No Ordinary Commodity: Research 
in the service of public policy 
Chair: Eilish Gilvarry 
 

Thomas Babor 
Strategies and interventions: What the evidence says 
 

Sally Casswell 
The global nexus of commercial interests in alcohol products 
and the need for a global response 

 

1400-1500 Duchess Suite: Poster Session  

Wessex Suite Marlborough Suite 

1430-1500  AGM: SSA Members only 

1500-1545 Delegate Session 2: Behavioural addictions: gaming and 
gambling  
Chair: Steve Sharman 
 

Amanda Roberts 
Predictors of suicide attempts in male UK gamblers seeking 
residential treatment 
 

Elena Petrovskaya 
The lived experience of Internet Gaming Disorder: core 
symptoms, antecedents and consequences as based on a 
qualitative analysis of Reddit posts 
 

Philip Newall 
Evaluation of the ‘take time to think’ safer gambling message: 
a randomised, online experimental study 

 

1545-1630 Delegate Session 3: Smoking and vaping among vulnerable 
populations 
Chair: Katie East 
 

Sharon Cox 
Characterising smoking and smoking cessation attempts by 
risk of alcohol dependence: a representative, cross-sectional 
study of adults in England between 2014-2021 
 

Kirstie Soar 
A multi-centre cluster randomised controlled trial evaluating 
the effectiveness of e-cigarettes compared with usual care for 
smoking cessation when offered to smokers accessing 
homeless services: initial findings of the in-built pilot study 
 

Katherine Sawyer 
Effectiveness of mental health warnings on tobacco packaging 
in people with and without common mental health conditions: 
an online randomised experiment 

 

1630-1700 Break  

1700-1830 Society Lecture: Gabriele Fischer  
Chair: Ed Day 
 

Substance use disorder under special consideration of Human 
Rights treaties 

 

1830 Drinks reception  

2000 SSA Annual Dinner  
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Friday 4th November 

 Wessex Suite Marlborough Suite 

0830 Registration  

0900-1000 Plenary Session: Wearable devices and other technologies for 
detecting overdose: Low tech to high tech 
Chair: Catriona Matheson 
 

Alberto Oteo 
Scoping of overdose alert and response technologies (ODART) 
and views of those at risk 
 

Hadi Daneshvar 
Overdose prevention: low tech options and responder 
applications in the Scottish context 
 

Alexis Roth 
Unity Philly: developments of a local smartphone application 
that facilitates community response to opioid overdoses and 
related testing of a wearable biosensor 
 

Basak Tas 
Wearable overdose detection devices in people who use 
heroin: exploring effectiveness and acceptability 

 

1000-1100 Special Session 2: Reflections on interdisciplinary and 
international collaborations in the Middle East: Culture, 
context, and ethics in addiction 
Chair: Daphne Rumball 
 

Jenny Scott 
Ethical and methodological considerations in cross-cultural 
research in the addictions field 
 

Christina Steenkamp 
Crossing boundaries: An interdisciplinary collaboration on 
drug addiction and violent conflict in the Middle East 
 

Mayyada Wazaify 
‘A mosaic is a conversation’: The beauty, shapes, 
opportunities, and challenges of international collaboration in 
addiction research 

Plenary Session Discussion 

1100-1130 Break  

1130-1230 Members Symposium 2: Developing adversity and trauma-
informed practice in substance use services 
Chair: Sarah Welch 
 

Sarah Stacey 
Group and individual trauma-focussed therapies for people 
who use substances 
 

Mariam Cheema 
Trauma-informed spaces in substance use services 
 

Sam Wheeler and Liz Gaskin 
Adversity and trauma-informed practice training for substance 
use treatment staff 

 

1230-1300 SSA-sponsored researchers 
Chair: John Strang 
 

Inge Kersbergen 
Size reductions as nudge interventions to reduce alcohol 
consumption  

Members Symposium 2 Discussion 
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Erikas Simonavičius 
Detecting at-risk tobacco smokers through the history of their 
past treatment events 
 

SSA Fred Yates Award: Claire Garnett 
The development, refinement and evaluation of the alcohol 
reduction app, Drink Less 

1300-1345 Lunch  

1345-1445 Members Symposium 3: Managing alcohol problems in 
marginalised groups 
Chair: Jane Marshall 
 

Elena Dimova 
Managing alcohol problems among LGBTQI+ people in 
Scotland 
 

Andrea Mohan 
Managing alcohol problems in primary care: a service for low 
engagers from deprived areas 
 

Hannah Carver 
Managing alcohol problems among people experiencing 
homelessness in Scotland 

 

1445-1600 Special Session: Working collaboratively in addiction research, 
with discussion 
Chair: Ed Day 
 

Joanna Miler 
How do peer workers with lived experience of substance use 
and homelessness experience the transition from receiving to 
providing support? A systematic review and meta 
ethnography of peer workers’ experiences 
 

Cassey Muir 
Qualitative study on the support needs of young people who 
experience parental substance use 
 

Julia Sinclair 
Understanding the links between autism and addictions: A 
priority setting partnership 
 

Patricia Irizar 
A feasibility study of the Blue Light project in Liverpool: 
working with the Police Service and Homeless services to 
reduce alcohol harms 

Members Symposium 3 Discussion 

1600 Poster prize-winners announced 
 

Sponsored by  
 

Close 
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